THE DECLINE OF THE MIDDLE AGES
the same fruits as Crecy—that is, a foothold on the Continent
and the command of the Straits of Dover—but what made it of
immediately greater effect than Cricy was the capture of the
French King. He went forward into the hopeless confusion of
the broken French front, fighting on foot with his sword among
his knights, and was surrounded and taken.
Now, the capture of the king had in those days an immense
political effect—such was the prestige of the royal office and
the nature of kingly government. It was an effect which might
be compared to the occupation of a capital to-day. And though
it were, as in this case, but an accident, and not the necessary
consequence of a victory, the decisive effect was present none the
less. Supposing a part of one's country to be nearly separated
from the rest by an isthmus ; suppose that in the course of
a war this isthmus is occupied by an enemy, and the district
beyond it cut off so that it falls into his power—the effect
would be decisive. One would make almost any terms to
restore the unity of the country and get rid of the invasion. So
it was with the capture of King John at Poitiers. He was treated
with great honour among his fellow French-speaking nobles in
London, but he could not be released without the payment of
an enormous ransom, and, what was in the eyes of contem-
poraries even graver than the payment of a ransom, the cession
of his feudal suzerainty over the old French Plantagenet pro-
vinces. King John, a prisoner in London, signed the terms of
capitulation in that capital on March 24, 1359. All the old
Plantagenet inheritance had passed, on paper at least, to Edward
III, the Plantagenet King: Normandy, Maine, Anjou, which
had gone a century and a half before, as well as Gascony, which
had been held all the time. One may say all the west of France
was signed away to Edward III by John of France.
The Treaty of Br6tigny. When the news came to Paris
the French nation would not ratify what the King had done.
The States-General—that is, one of those very rare meetings of
a central Parliament in France, superior to the provincial
Parliaments which had been established in so many provinces—
echoed the unanimous national protest—but these were words
only. Edward III invaded France once more with a very large
army, divided into three columns, and made in November for
Rheims, the town where the French kings were crowned and
where Edward himself possibly intended to be crowned King of
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